Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that Aga Khan University’s Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations (AKU-ISMC) will be organizing an inaugural conference on Higher Education in Developing Countries: With a Focus on Muslim Contexts. The conference will be held on February 24 and 25, 2005 in London at the Congress Centre (28 Great Russell Street, London, UK). 
 

The conference will afford an intellectual platform to academics, policy-makers and academic administrators to jointly deliberate about the vision, aim and purpose of higher education in Muslim contexts. Further, it will allow reflection on reforms in higher education, in order that the lessons learned can serve to inform this sector in the future. This endeavour reflects the Aga Khan University’s (AKU) belief that universities themselves have to play a central role in the reform of higher education.
 

As you may be aware, AKU (www.aku.edu) was established by His Highness the Aga Khan in 1983 as a self-governing private international institution. In 2002, it established the Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations in the United Kingdom with the goal of strengthening research and teaching on the heritage of Muslim societies in all its diversity. Today, the University operates teaching and research programmes in Pakistan, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Afghanistan, Syria and the United Kingdom. The University is part of the Aga Khan Development Network (www.akdn.org), a group of private international development agencies working to improve living conditions and opportunities in the developing world through social, economic and cultural development. 
 

The world situation today demonstrates the critical need for developing new models and standards for institutions in society and for developing enlightened leaders who have respect for others, who are critical thinkers and who seek positive change in the societies in which they live. Higher education institutions afford individuals and societies such possibilities. 
 

In line with its vision of improving opportunities in the developing countries, the two-day conference will focus on two themes: (1) Vision, purpose and aims of higher education in developing countries; and (2) Reforms and innovations in higher education. Papers are invited on topics related to these themes. The conference will include morning plenary sessions and concurrent afternoon workshops. Speakers include: Rahma Bourqia (President, Hassan II University); Vartan Gregorian (President, Carnegie Corporation); Shamsh Kassim-Lakha (President, Aga Khan University); Henry Rosovsky (Professor Emeritus, Harvard University). The deadline for submission of abstracts is November 30, 2004 and the deadline for registration is January 31, 2005. For further details, I invite you to visit the conference website at (www.aku.edu/news/seminars/hedc). 
 

The conference will be an excellent opportunity for you to meet with higher education leaders from around the world and to share with them, your experiences and lessons learned in the field of higher education. I would like to take this opportunity to request that you also share information with your colleagues and others who you feel might be interested in this conference. A conference poster is attached with this mail. Kindly, place it in places you deem suitable.
 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at conferences.ismc@aku.edu. I hope that you will be able to join us at the Conference on Higher Education in Developing Countries and I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
 

With kind regards.
 

Yours sincerely,
  

Farid Panjwani, Senior Instructor 
Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilisations 
AKU-ISMC
3 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3RA 
Tel.  +44 [0] 20 7907 1020 (direct 1066)
Fax. +44 [0] 20 7907 1030
URL www.aku.edu 
