‘Media and Xenophobia’

Programme Proposal
Working Groups

1. ‘Us’ and ‘Them’: Media Representations of Minorities in Europe. 

Related Issues:

· How to read/watch media critically.

· What kind of racist/xenophobic ideas can we find in media.

· How to challenge stereotipes and prejudices, criminalisation and social stigma of ethnic/other minorities in Europe.

· What influence does the EU enlargement and the new European borders have in xenophobic public opinion.

· What is the relation of xenophobia and post-socialist transition in CEE/CIS countries.

2. Media and ‘Anti-Xenophobia’/‘Anti-Racist’ Campaigns

Related Issues:

· How can we deal with mainstream media and use it for our anti-racist/antixenophobia campaings and projects?

· What tools are already available in mainstream media for anti-racist movements and organisations?

· How are we usually listened/not listened and represented by them?

3. Far-Rigth Tendences and Violence in Media.

Related Issues:

· What is the relation of right-wing political tendences and far-right populism with mainstream media.

· Main common ideas and features of far-right parties in Europe and how media reproduce them.

· What different kind of violence can we usually find in media and how can we deal with it.

4. Media Activism. Subvertising Mainstream Culture and Challenging Communication Structures.

Related Issues:

· What is the current situation of information technologies in Europe.

· Collaborative media projects: how to make news from the grassroots and involve the so-called ‘minorities’ in our media projects.

· Examples of media art-ivism, subvertising, communication guerrilla and other creative experiences and projects.

· How to make ‘possitive propaganda’ and bring to the public challenging images of ‘unsound’ cultures and lifestyles.

Working Plan

The Working Groups are structured in 3 parts:

I – Introduction:

The participants of the WG have the chance to know each other and make a first introduction to the issue. They can define the main topics related to this issue, what are their main concerns, key points to ‘solve’ or work together about it.

II- Presentations of Good Practices.

This part is used by the participants to make a longer presentation of their particular experience. What is the situation in their region, how have they developed their media/ organisation projects, what is their experience working in mainstream media or dealing with them, etc.

III. Acction Planning.

In this part, the participants of the Working Group conclude by developping a common strategy around this topic. It can involve a common campaing, a media project of information exchange, a new working group to go on with the issue, ...

As the Working Groups require a lot of energy and involvement from the participants, everybody have to choose only two themes as a priority. The working groups are a good method for everybody to have the chance to achieve their needs and expectations regarding the theme. This working plan allows the participants to conclude with a practical result to develop in the near/short term future. Everybody will be aware of what has been discussed by the other groups in the plenary that everybody has to attend at the end of the day. Moreover, we can dedicate Saturday morning to put together the practical results of all the working groups again and see how we can co-ordinate better our different plans. 

We can include the workshops propossed by the participants as a presentation in the working group where they fit better (part II). In case we have any lecture, we can think further about where to include it (we could make the working group sessions shorter).

Programme

	
	10:00-13:00
	15:00-18:00
	18:00-19:00
	Evening Activities

	 

18th May Tuesday
 
	Introduction of the Organisers
Personal Introductions of the Participants 
and Presenation of the Programme
	Working Groups 1 and 2

Part I - Introduction  
	Plenary:

Presentation with the Results of the Working Groups
	 Info Market:

Leaflets and materials from our organisations, projects,  campaings.

	 

19th May Wednesday
 
	Continuation of the Thematic Working Groups 

Part II – Presentations of Good Practices
	Continuation of the Thematic Working Groups

Part III – Action Planning
	Plenary:

Presentation with the Results of the Working Groups
	Films and Documentaries

(bring your videos)

	20 May Thursday
	Working Groups 3 and 4

Part I - Introduction  

	Continuation of the Thematic Working Groups 

Part II – Presentations of Good 
	Plenary:

Presentation with the Results of the Working Groups
	Films and Documentaries

(bring your videos)

	21 May 

Friday
	 

Press-conference in Tabor with local Media and Organisations
 
	Continuation of the Thematic Working Groups

Part III – Action Planning
	Plenary:

Presentation with the Results of the Working Groups
	Films and Documentaries

(bring your videos)

	22 May Saturday
	Concrete the Action Planning Results: 

How to Co-operate in the Future
 
	Common Evaluation 
	Closing of the Conference
	Concert in CESTA

	23 May Sunday
	
	Leaving Day
	
	 


Breakfast 9:00-10:00 Dinner 19:00-20:00 In the evening - cultural events: films , music, dance, etc.
 

